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Abufes
in the
Poft Office.
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ber, and fummon the Members there to attend the
Service of the Houfe.

And he went accordingly.

And being returned ;

Mor. Dyfor reported from the Committee appointed
to inquire into the feveral Frauds and Abufes in rela-
tion to the fending or receiving of Letters and Parcels
free from the Duty of Poftage ;. and to confider of the
moft proper Methods of preventing the fame; and to
report their Opinion thereupon, from Time to Time,
to the Houfe ; That the Committee had confidered the
Matter to them referred ; and had come to feveral Re-
folutions ; which they had dire¢ted him to report to the
Houfe; and lie read the Report in his Place; and af-
terwards delivered it in at the Clerk’s Table : Where
the fame was read ; and is as followeth; viz.

The Commnittee for their better Direction in the
Profecution of this Inquiry, thought it proper to begin
with a careful Examination of all fuch Proceedings of
the lloufe as they could find upon the Journals, re-
lative to this Subjedt, particularly of the feveral Refo-
lutions and Orders of the Houfe of the gth of September
17135, and of the Report from the Committee appointed,
in the Year 17 34, to confider of the King's Warrant for
permitting Letters to pafs free from the Duty of Pof-
tage; together with the Reflolutions then paffed by the
YHoufe; which, at the fame Time that they were cal-
culated for preferving the Privilege of the Ioufe, were
declared to be alfo intended to guard the Revenue
againit any unlawful Diminution.

In ordcer, in the next Place, to judge how far thofe,

or any other Regulations hitherto introduced, have
been effeiual for the Sccurity of the Revenue, your
Committee proceeded to examine the Account re-
ferred to them by the Order of the Houfe, ¢ of the
“ grofs Produce of the General Inland Poftage of
“ (rreat Britain and Ireland; together with an Account
« of the Deductions for Inland Franked ILetters in
Great Britain and Ireland ; from the Year 1715 to
the Yeur 1763 diftinguithing each Year.”
And by the faid Account it appears, that the total
Deduétion for Inland Franked Letters, which, for the
Year 1714, amounted only to £.23,812 115, 10d. and
for the Year 1734, to £.49,776 6s. 7d. did, for the
Year 1762, amount to no lefs than £. 170,727 165. 6d.
and that the Increafe made in the Deduction for Franks,
during the Years 1761 and 176z, is nearly equal to their
Increafe during the whole Term of Twenty Years, from
1714 t0 1734. ,

“our Committee, in the next Place, in order to judge
how far this ammazing Increafe of Franks could be ac-
counted fof them any general Increafe of the Corref-
pondeuce by Letters, called for an Account of the
grofs Produce iu the particular Years above mentioned
of fuch Letters as paid Poftage; which Account is
herconto anunexed, and marked N° 1.

"And by this Account it appears, that while the Pro-
duce of the Pay Letters has, in the Space of Fifty
Yecars, increafed only in the Proportion of One to One
and an Half, the Amount of the Franks is now Seven-
fold what it was in the Year 1714.—And while the
Franks have, in the Two laft Years, increafed ncarly as
much as they formerly did in the Space of Twenty
Years, the Pay Letters in the Two lait Years have
not produced fo much as they did in the Two Years
immediately preceding.

But as Part of this very extraordinary Increafe in the
Amouut of Franks might.probably be owing to an
increafed Circulation of Newspapers, your Committee
called for an Account of the Ditference between the
Awmount of the Franks, Inwards and Outwards, at the
London Othice, for the Three laft Years mentioned in

«<

<

“the grofs Produce of the Inland Poftage; which Ac-
~conut is hereunto umexed, N° 2,

| And if it may be

preimmned that the Difference between the Amount of

the Fravnks from and to London, is to be placed to the
Vo, 29.
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Account of Newspapers, the whole Deduétion to he
allowed for that Article will not amount to £. 30,000
per Annum ; and, upon that Suppofition, the Sum of
£.110,000. will remain chargeable to the Account of
Franked Letters only from the London Office.

The Committee likewife procured an Account to be
taken of Newspapers franEed from London for One
Week, from the 6th to the 13th of March 1764;
which is hereunto aunexed, N°* 3. And if it be
fuppofed that the fame Number of Newspapers are
fent in each Week throughout the whole Year, the
Amount of the Newspapers franked by Members of
Parliament and Public Offices, befides thofe of the Poft
Office, which are not included in the Amount of De-
ductions for Franks, would amount to £. 40,000. per
Ann—which Sum, however, in order to fhew the
prefent Amount of the Franked Letters, fhould have
been deduéted, not from the grofs Amount for the Year
I ZGz, which is only £.140,000 but from the Amount
of the prefent Year which cannot yet be ftated. At

_any rate, your Committee conceive, that the Amout

of Franked Letters and Packets only, at the London
Office, exclufive of Newspapers, cannot be lefs than
£- 100,000 per dnnum. B

That fo prodigious and difproportionate an Increafe
of Franks could not have happened without the In-
tervention of various fraudulent and unwarrantable
Practices, your Committee are fully convinced. y

And although they have not yct been able to carry
their Inquiries far enough, to detect, and lay befere the
Houfe, a complete and adequate Account of all the
Frauds and Abufes which may have contributcd there-
to; yet fuch of thofe Frauds and Abufes as are al-
ready fufficiently dilcovered, and afcertained, to admit
of a fpeedy and effectual Redrefs, they have thought
it their Duty to lay immediately before the Houfe,

And of thefe the moft fcandaleus in itfelf, as well as
the moft fatal to the public Revenue, if it be not'im-
mediately reflrained, is the Pradtice of counterfeiting
the Hand of Members of Parliament, in franking Let-
ters; to what an exceflive Height this Prafice has of
late been carried, has in fome meafure already-appeared
to the Houfe : The Committee will therefore only add,
upon this Part of the Subje, that in the further Ex-
amination into thofe Praétices, it appeared to the Com-
mittee, that Onc Man had, in the Courfe of Five
Months, counterfeited 1,200 Dozen of Franks of Mem-
bers of Parliament; and that a regular I'rade of buy-
ing and felling Franks had been altually eftablithed
with feveral Perfons in the Country : That a Lift was
produced to the Committee, by Mr. Todd, Secretary to
the Poft Office, of the Names of 27 Members of this
Houfe, and of feveral Members of the other Houfe of
Parliament, which had been counterfeited in the Courfe
of this Seflion of Parliament; and that the Method of
counterfeiting the Names of Members upon Franks,
as explained by One of the Perfons, who had been con-
cerned therein, appeared fo eafy to be prattifed, and fo
likely to fucceed, as to render it very -unprobable that
the Praclice could ever be prevented, while the pre-
feut Method of Franking by Members fhall continue to
be ufed.

Another Fraud practifed for the conveying of Let-
ters free from Poltage, your Committee found to be,
by direiting Letters to Members of Parliament, at
Places where fuch Members never came toreceive them,
but where they were taken up by other Perfons, with-
out the Knowledge of fuch Members. This Liberty,
the Officers of the Poft Office informed your Commit-
tee, that they apprehended had been taken, of direct-
ing Letters to Members, at a Number of different
Places at the fame Time, without their Leave ; but that
for fear of giving Offence to the Members, it was
found difficult to make the Difcovery: And feveral
Members of the 1loufe being prefent, did inform your
Cowmmittee, that fuch Praltices had becn attemptgcll‘
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with refpe@ to themfulves, by Perfons unknown to < Poftmafier General, and the Tacility of difcovering

them. , « and chequing any fuch Abufe in their own immediat.
Your Committe2 in the next Place proceeded to in- ¢ Officers being {o much greater than it can be wiy,
quire into the State of Franking, as cxercifed by the « refpeét to any other Perfons whatfoever.”
{everal Perfous who have enjoved the fame, inrefpectof  And your Committee baving obferved, that in the
their Offices; and with that View, called for an Ac-  Account of Franks at the Dublin Office, the Amount ot
count of all the Perfons who are at prefent allowed to  the Franks for the Year 1762, during Part of whicl,
fend or receive Letters or Packets free from Poftage:  Ycar the Privilege of Franking by Members of 1he
Which Account is annexed, N° 4. Irifh Parliament was out, is £. 15,000 lefs than for the
And upon which your Committee obferve, that the Year 1761, when Privilege continued throughtont the
Allowance of fending and recciving Letters free in  whole Year: And being defirous of feeing what Effect fo
refpect of Offices, has been extended to a great Num- great an Abatement in the Article of Frunking had
ber of Perfons, befiries thofe enumerated in the War-  upon the actual Produce of the Revenue of that Offiee,
rents ufually granted by the Crown, for permitting called for an Account of the grofs Produce of the I.
Letters to pafs free of Pofiage. land Poftage, and Charge of Management, Incidents,
And your Committee, for their better Information, and all Deduétions in the Poft Gflice of freland, for
as to the Mauner in which the Franking of Letters, by the Years ending at Lady Day 1762 and 1763, which
the feveral Perfons mentioned in the faid Account, is is hereunto annexed, N° 5. By which it appears, that
exercifed, and the Extent to which it is carried on, ex-  when the Amount of the Franks was leflened by theSum
amined Mr. Mafcall the lufpector of the Franks at of f.13,000, the Produce of the Revenuve was ii-
the Poft Office, who informed them, ¢ That the Let-  crealed by above Half that Sum.—And having theve-
“ ters and Packets from the Office of each of the Se- upon called for an Account of the grofs Produce of In-
 cretaries of State, are brought to th Poft Oftice in  land Poftage, Charges of Management, Incidents, ard
“ Bags fcaled up; thatin thofe Bags arc included News-  all Deductions in the Poft Office of freland for the
« papers Franked by the Clerks in the Offices of the Eight Years preceding, which is hereunto annexed
« Secrctaries of State ; that thofe Clerks Frank intheir  N° 65 they find by the faid Account, that in everv
« own Namcs; that they are alfo allowed to Frank = Year during that Period, when Privilege was out, as the
« Letters about their own private Concerns; but that Number of* Franks was of Courfe leflened, fo the Re-
“ of fuch Letters, they were required to write the venue of the Office was confiantly increafed beyond
“ whole Superfcription.” what it amounted to in the intermediate Years.
And being afked, What Cheque there was upon Upon the whole Matter, your Committee came to
them, to prevent their Franking the Letters of other the following Refolutions:
People? He faid, “That if the Superfcription was writ- Refolved, That it appears to this Committee, That
¢ ten bya different ITand, or if they appeared to con- the Practice of Counterfeiting the Hands of Members
«“ tain Inclofures, he made it a Rule to charge them; of this Houfe upon Lectters, in order to prevent their
“ but that fingle Letters direted by them to what- being charged with tlie Duty of Pofiage, is become ex-
« ever Extent, are allowed to pafs free.” He alfo faid, tremely frequent and notorious. N

-

_ ¢ That thcre might be Letters put up with the News-  Refolved, That it appears to this Committee, That

« Papers.” the buying and felling of Covers for Letters, com-
He alfo ‘informed the Committee, “That from the monly called Franks, figned with the Names of Mem-

“ War Office, and the Admiralty Office, the Letters bers of this Houfe, is alio becorie frequent, and is
“ and Packets are Lrought in like manner, in a fealed openly prafifed.

“ Bag; but that the Clerks in thofe Ofiices Frank only ~ Refolved, That it appears to this Committee, That
« by fetting the Names of the Sceretary at War, and  the Practice of direfting Letters to Members of this
« Secretary to the Admiralty, refpectively: That they  Houfe, at othier Places than the Places of their ufual
« are not underfiood to have the Allowance of Frank- Refidence, or wliere they actually are at the Time, in,
“ ing Newspapers; but that as to fingle I tters, order to convey Letters to other Perfons free from the
“ ahout their own private Concerns, there is no other  Duty of Poftage, isalfo become extremely frequent.

« Cheque upon them, thau upou the Clerks in the Refolved, That it appears to this Committee, That
“ Office of tiie Secretaries of State.” under Colour of the fpecial Privilege or Allowance

With refpeét to the Franking, or receiving Lettess - belonging or granted to, or exercifed by certain Per-

firce, by the Offices of the Poft Office, Mr. Todd, Secre- fons, not being Mcwmbers of either Houfe of the Par-
tary to the Pofimaticr General, informed your Commit-  liament of Great Britain, of fending and receising ‘theu'

" tee, «That all the eftablifhed Officers under the Pofi- Letters and Packets free from the Duty of Pottage,
« mafier General, Frank and reccive free Letters re-  great Numbers of Letters and Packets, which ought to
“ lating to the Bufineis of the Office, and to theirown be ?h&ll‘gt‘d, do efcape being charged with the Duty of
« private Corcerns. —That _the Poftmallers in the Pofiage. o S o .
- Country are alowed to Frauk aud to receive free Refolzed, That it is the Opinion of this Commuttce,

« One tigl Letter, by each Poft.” That by the continued Increafe of thefe and the like
« That the Siwz Clerks of the Roads are alfo allowed Irauds and Abufes, the Revenue of the Poft Of},’cc
« to Frank Newspapers from the Lond-n Office.” hath been greatly defrauded, and if a fpeedy and effec-

~ « That the Newspapers franked by them are not  tual Stop be not put thereto, is likely to fuffer ftill fur-
"« peluded in any of the Accounts of Deductions, in ther L»ols. o o ’ .
« refpect of Franks: That the Profit arifing from their R¢fulved, That it is the Opinion of this Commitfec,
« Franking Newspapers, may amount to £. 3,000, That the moft effectnal Method of preventinga Pé‘ﬂc-
« or £..4,000 pr Aunam, and that a confiderable Al- tice fo derogatory to the Honour of this Houfe, an af
« lowance is made thereout to the Comptroller, De-  the fame ‘T'ime fo injurious to the Public Revenue, as
« puty Comptroller, Bve Night Clerk, andSix Miiftants:  the Counterfeiting  the Hands of Mc:mbers of th:;
« All'of whain, as well as the Six Clerks of the Roads, Houfe, in order to avoid Payment of the Duty o
¢ would. without fuch Advantage, be very infufficicnt- Poftage, would be, that no Mcmber of this Houfe
« 1y provided tor.” ' thonld Frank any Letter, unlefs tiie whole Superl"crg
« That with refpec to the Frauking of Letters for - tion be of his own Hand-writing, except fuch print
« other Peaple, by the Officers of the Poft Office, he  Votes and Proceedings in Parliament, or pnqtcd‘,\fzws
« does not believe, that any confiderable Abufe of that - Papers as fhall be fent without Covers, or in Covers
« fort can have been carried on, the firictefi _Imun&zo 15 opcn at the Sides.
"% 1o the gontrary having been confiantly given by the

19
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Refolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee,
That, for preventing Abufes in relation to the direfting
of Letters to Members of this Houfe, the Privilege of
receiving fuch Letters free of the Duty of Poftage,
fhould be confined to Letters direted to fuch Members
at One of the yfual Places of their Refidence, or where
they actually are at the Time.

Refolved, That it appears to this Committee, That
the Allowance of {ending and receiving Letters and
Packets free of the Duty of Poftage, heretofore grant-
ed to or cuftomarily ‘enjoyed by certain Perfons in ref-
pedt of their Offices, has not been fufficiently confined
to fuch Letters and Packets only, as thould relate tq the
Bufinefs of their refpettive Offices.

Refblved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, -

+ 28° Martii,
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That fuch Allowance in refpeét of Offices ought not to © Abufes

be countinued, without fome further Reftrictions and P
Limitations.’

Refolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee,
That the Counterfeiting of the Hand-writing of any
Perfon in the Super{cription of apy Latter or Packet,
in order thereby to defraud the Revenue of the Poft |
Office, be made more penal.

Refolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee,

. That, for a further Difcouragement to the Pratice of

Counterfeiting the Hands of Members of this Houfe,
the buying or felling of Fraunks figned with the Names
of Members of this Houfe, thould be declared a Breach
of the Privilege of this Houfe.

ey

1 —

— (No
CALCULATION gpon FRANKING.
Grofs Amounrof | Ameant of General | Grofs Produce of
) General Inland  {Inland Frenked Letters| General 1nland Pay | Proportion between
Years ending at Lady Day. Poftagein Great Britain, in Greqt Britain  |Letters in Great Britain De,
and Ireland. and Jreland. and Jreland,

L 1715 145,200' 23,600 121,800 above %
1733 175,200 44,800 130,400 above *

1735 185,500 " 49,700 135,800 above %

1740 199,600 66,700 132,900 above
1745 198,200 3,900 144,300 nearly 5%
1750 233,600 87,600 146,000 above %

1755 249,100 97,700 151,400 nearly 2

1760 327,500 143,700 183,300 nearly 4

1761 331,700 - 137,900 193,800 nearly %

1762 353,500 169,600 183,900 above 2.

176 200 170,700 186,500 neaily 3%

783 ' 357> 701 N.B. To b?:dcdu&ed b

N. B. Computed by Redates, for return-
; : ed Dead and aver-
Weight, nt by Vale. charged Letters.

N. B. Thefe Rebates in the Year 1763, ameunted to upwards of £.4.100, which Deduion brings the
Eftimate, flill too favourable, of Franked Letters, compared with the Produce of Pay Letters for the Year

1763, nearly to the Proportion of 17 to 18. '
N. B. In Fifty Years Franks have increafed from 1

to 7, whilf} in D° Pay Lettcrs have increafed but from

2 to 3; or, in other Words, Franks bave increafed 700 per Cent. whilt Pay Letters have increafed but 50 per

Cent.

— (Ne2)— _
FREE LETTERS Outwards and Inwards, as near as can be computed.
In 1761. 1762, 1963.
From Fanuaryinclufive, { Outwards - 40,500 43,400 43,600
To Fuly incinfive, { : _
Iree Letters, ~ Inwards - 26,300 28,600 - - 27,300
From Fuly inclufive, Outwards - 35,500 41,300 41,609
To Fanuary inclufive, { :
Free Letters, Inwards - 26,700 28,200 28,100
. - ¢ Ouatwards -~ 76,000 a,6oo o Ss:ipowﬁ
ToraL { '
' Inwards -| 53,000 56,800 551400
23,006 j27,300 : 29,800

e T
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The Chamber Keepers to the Secretaries of States Offices receive fingle Letters Free, but donot Frank. ~ Abufes

The Upper Door-keeper to the Houfe of Commons Franks, and receives Free fingle Letters; and [,
alfo, The Upper Chamber-keeper to the Lords of the Treafury.

The Lord Juttice Clerk for Scotland, Charles Arjkine, Efquire, ' All Frank,
The Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of Great Britain s ;” when Sir Robert Henley . i‘;‘t’t’ ecelve
The Paymatter General of His Majefty’s Forces ; firft in Time of War, but ftill continued ; F,eem
The Commander in Chief in Scotland, Lord George Beauclerk.

The Poftmafter General, and all Eﬁabhfhed Officers under them, Frank and receive Letters Free, en

the Office Buﬁnefs, and their own private Concems

— (N*5) — |
Truz Grofs Produce of INLAND Postack, and Charge of Management, Inciderits, and all Deduions in the
Poft-Office of Ireland, for the Years ending at

Lady Day {‘762‘ :

1763.
Grofs Produce Charges
of of Management,
YEARS Ending at Lagy Day. Inland Poftage in | Incidents, and all Difference.
Ireland, i Dedu&ions,

including Frasks. | including Franks.

r More thaa the - R
| Produce. Lefs than Ditto.

£ s d L. s d L s d £ s d
Midfummer | 11.388 — 5 | 11,581 2 113 193 2 6%
Michaelmas | 12,877 10 10 | 14,094 12 28| 1,217 1 43
1762 - - < Chriftmas 13,335 16 1| 14,593 18 10 1,258 2 ¢
Lady Day 14,238 3 7| 15350 11 4 L,II12 7 9

176a. |-
51,839 10 11 | 55020 5 4| 3,780 14 5%

808 13 5 —_

Midfummer | 13,230 13 2| 14039 6 7
Michaelmas | 13,214 13 7| 13591 14 8 377 1 1 -
1763 - - - Chriftmas 8,411 2 3 5614 6 4| - - - | 2,796 15 11
LLad]/Day 9,825 6 11 7,621 7 6 - = = 2,203 19 5
1763,

44,681 15 11 40,866 15 1,?85 14 6| 5,000 15 4

(]

" Examined by Thomas Pitches, Accomptant.

— (N 6) —

The Grofs Produce of INnLanp Posrace, Charges of -Management, Incidents, and all Dedu®ions .'h the
Poit Office of Ireland.

Charges
Grofs Prod, i
of Taland Pofagein | °F Jogon
freland.  and all Dedu@ions.
. s d. £ s d £ s d £ s d
1753 36,468 19 9 | 37,910 17 —4 - | 1441t 17 3i
1754 32,304 7 3| 27,548 19 & 4,845 8 4 —
1755 47,846 1 1] 50,262 13 2,416 12 6
1756 45,543 5 7| 43:912 17 3 "530 8 3* -
1757 47,616 4 4| 48770 9 8 L1545 4%
1758 41,861 12 6| 39,167 3 2 2,694 9 4 —
1759 48,238 18 2 | 50,659 11 21 2,420 13 —3§
1760 and | 44,890 8 2 | 41,307 18 6} 3,582 9 7} —_
to 5th April 1761

Examined per Thomas Pitches.

Voc. 29. | g : o -~ A Motion

ia the
Poft Office.
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A Motion was made, and the Queflion being put,
That the faid Report be printed ;
1t paffed in the Negative. :
Then the Five Firft Refolutions of the Committee
being feverally read a Second Time, were, upon the
(}Qlue%ion feverally put thereupon, agreed to by the
oule.

The Sixth Refolution of the Committee, being read
a Second Time ; ' -

An Amendment was propofed to be made thereto, by
leaving out the Words, « unlefs the whole Superfcrip-
‘¢ tion be of his own Hand-writing.” : .

And the Queflion being put, That thofe Words ftand
Part of the faid Refolution ;

It was refolved in the Affirmative.

Then the faid Refolution was, upon the Queftion
put thereupon, agreed to by the Houfe.

The Seventh Refolution of the Committee
read a Second Time -

An Amendment was propofed ta be made thereto,
by leaving out the Word ¢ One,” and inferting the
Word “ any,” infiead thereof.

And the Queflion being put, That the Word  One,”
ftand Part of the faid Refolution ;

It paflfedin the Negative.

And the Qucftion being put, That the Word “ any,”
be inferted iuftead thereof';

It was refolved in the Affirmative.

Another Amendment was propofcd to be made to
the faid Refolution, by adding at the Fud thereof
thefe Words, « except fuch printed Votes and Pro-
“« ceedings in Parliament, or printed Newspapers, as
“ fhall be fent without Covers, or in Covers open at the
« Sides.”

And the faid Amendment was, upon the Queftion put
thereupon, agreed to by the Houfe.

Refolved, That the Houfe doth agree with the Com-
mittee in the faid Refolution fo amended. That for pre-
venting Abufes, in relation to the direfing of Letters
to Members of this Houfe, the Privilege of receiving
fuch Letters free, of the Duty of Poftage, thould be
confined to Letters diredted to fuch Members at any of
the ufual Places of their Refidence, or where they ac-
tually are at the Time, except fuch printed Votes and
Proceedings in Parliament, or printed Newspapers, as
fhall be fent without Covers, or in Covers open at the
Sides. . -

" The fubfequent Refolutions of the Committee being
{everally read a Second Time, were, upon the Queftion
feveially -put thereupon, poftponed.

Ordered, That from and after this prefent Seffion of
Parliament, no Member of this Hoafe, do Frank any
Letter or Packet, except fuch printed Votes and Pro-
ceedings in Parliament, or printed Newspapers, as thall
be fent without Covers, or in Covers open at the Sides,

unlefs the whole Superfcription be of his own Hand-
writing.

Ordvred, That from and after the End of this prefent

- Seflion of Parliament, no Member of this Houfe do au-
thorize or perit any Letters or Packets, other than fuch
printed Votes and proceedingsin Parliament, or printed
Newspapers, as {hall be fent without Covers or in Covers
open at the Sides, to be direled to him at any Places
befides thofe of his ufual Refidence, or where he fhall

being

actually be at the Time, or at the Lobby of this 0

Iloufe.

Ordered, That a Meflfage be fent to the Lords, to
acquaint them, That this Haufe having taken into Con-
fideration the great Scandal and. Mifchief arifing from
the exceffive I%creafc of the Practice of counterfeiting
the Haud, and fraudulently making ufe of the Names
of M&mbers of Parliament, in the Superfcription of
Letters and Packets, hath come to Refolutions, That
from and after the End of thiv prefent Seffion of Par-

. Jiament, no Member of this Houfe thall Frank any
Letter or Packet, unlefs the whole Superfcription be of
his owa Hand-writing, or permit any Letter or Packet

in

Preprietors of Lands within the Difiri® of Bridgend,
in the County of Glamorgan, was prefented to the
Houfe, and read; Taking Notice, That a Bill is de-
pending in the Houfe, for amending, widening, and
keeping in Repair feveral Roads leading
Town of Cardiff, and feveral other Towns and Places

Houfe, that if Provifion was made in the ﬁ{id
repairing the old Road, from the South End of the

- -~ -
C AT amrNTes A% . . L

Ordered, That all Committees be revived. " Comniftee:

The Houfe, according to Order, refolved itfelf into Mili
a Committee of the whole Houfe, upon the Bill to L
explain and amend an A&, paffed in the Second Year
of the Reign of His prefent Majefty, intituled, An A&
to explain, amend, and reduce into One A¢ét of Parlia-
ment, the feveral L.aws now in being relating to the
Raifing and Training the Militia within that Part of
Great Britain called England. =~
~ Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Jenkinfon took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Speaker refumed the Chair. ‘

Mr. Fenkinfon reported from the Committee, That
they had gone through the Bill, and made feveral
Amendments thereunto ; which they had dire@ed him
to report, when the Houfe will pleafe to receive the
fame. .

Ordered, That the Report be received To-morrow
Morning. S

Theother Order of the Day being read ;

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee of the Exportztin
whole Houfe, to confider of the Report which was of Ric
made from the Committee, to whom the Petition of
the Agents for the Colonies of South Carolina and
Georgia, on behalf of their relpective Colonies, and of
feveral Britith Merchants and Owners of Ships trading
to thofe Colonies, was referred.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Rice took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Speaker refumed the Chair.

Mr. Rice reported from the Committee, That they
had come to a Recfolution ; which they had diredled
him to report, when the Houfe will pleafe to receive
the fame.

Ordered, That the Report be received To-morrow
Morning.

And then the Houfe adjourned till To-morrow
Morning, Nine of the Clock.

Fovis, 29° die Martii ;
Auno 4° Georgii III'* Regis, 1764.

PravERs.

RDERE D, That Mr. Whste, do attend at the
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The faid Refolutions being feverally read a Second
Time, were, upon the Queftion feverally put there-
upon, agreed to by the Houfe.

Ordered, That the faid Report and Appendix, to-
gether with the Proceedings of the Houfe thereupon,
be piinted; and that M. Speaker do appoint the

Printing thereof; and that no Perfon but fuch as he -

thall appoini do prefume to print the fame.

" Mr. Yenkinfon, according to Order, reported from
the Committee of the whele Houfe, to whom the Bill
to explain and amend an A&, pafled in the Second
Year of the Reign of His prefent Majefty, intituled,
An Act to explain, amend, and reduce into One Aét
of Parliament, the feveral Laws now in being relating to
the raifing and training the Militia within that Part

, of Great Britain called England, was committed, the

Amendments which the Cominittee had made to the

Bill ; and which they had directed him to report to the.

Houfe; and he read the Report in his Place; and
afterwards delivered the Bill, with the Amendments,

in at the Clerk's Table: Where the Amendments were.

once read throughout ; and then a Sccond Time, One
by One; and, upon the Queftion feverally put there-
upon, were agreed to by the Houfe; and feveral
Amendments were made, by the Houle, to the Bill.

Ordcred, That the Bill, with the Amendments, be
ingroffed.

A Meflage from the Lords, by Mr. Bonner and
Mr. Browning : '

‘Mr. Speaker,

The Lords have taken the fubje@t Matter of the
Meflage from this Houfe into Confideration ; and have
come to the follbwing Refolutions: :

Refolved, Nemine coniradicente, by the Lords Spi-
ritual and Temnporal, in Parliament affembled, that
it appears to this Houfe, That the Practice of coun-
terfeiting the llands of Members of this Houfe, upon
Letters, in order to prevent their being charged with
the Duty of Poftage, is become extremely frequent
and notorious.

Refolved, Nemine contradicente, by the Lords Spiri~

" tual and Temporal, in Parliament aflembled, that from

and after the 1ind of this prefent Seifion of Parliament,
no Necmber of this Houfe do Trank any Letter or

Packet, execpt fuch printed Votes and Procecdingsin

Parliamnert, ‘or printed Newspapers, as fhall be fent
without Covers, or in Covers open at the Sides, un-
lefs the whole Superfeription be of his own Hand-

writing.

Rejolved, Nemine contradicente, by the Lords Spiri-
tual and’ Temporal, in Pathament aflembled, That

from and after the Fnd of this prefent Seffion of Par-

lianient, no Mecwber of this Houfe do authorize or
permit any Letters or Packets, other than fuch printed

. Votes and Proceedings in Parliament, or printed News-

papers, as fhall he fent without Covers, or in Covers
open at the Sides, to be directedl to him at any Places,
befides tho‘e of his utual Refidence, or where he fhall
aétmally be at the Time of delivering fuch Letters
or Packets.

And then the Meflfengers withdrew.

And the faid Meffage was read.

The Houfe was moved, that the Refolutions which

were Yefterday reported from the Committee ap-
pointed to inquire into the feveral Frauds and Abufes
in relation to the fending or receiving of Letters and
Parcels frce from the Duty of Poftage, and to con-
fider of the moft proper Mecthods of preventing the
fame; and to report their Opinion thereupon, from
Time to Time, to the Houfe; and which were, with
an Amendment to One of them, agreed te by the
Houfc ; might be again read.

19
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And the fame were, as agreed to by the Houfe, read
accordingly ; and are as followeth;; viz.
« Refolved, That the Pratice of counterfuiting the
Hands of Members of this Houfe, upon Lettors,
in order to prevent their being charged with the
Daty of Poftage, is become extremely frequent and
 notorious.” : _
« Refolved, That the buying and feliing of Co.
vers for Letters, commonly called Fruuks, fign-
ed with the Names of Members of this Houfe,
is alfo become frequent, and is openly prac-
« tifed.”
“ Refolved, That the DPraétice of direfting
Letters to Members of this [Houfe, at other
Places than the Places of their ufual Refidence,
or where they attually are at the Time, in order
to convey Letters to other Perfons, fice from the
Duty of Poftage, is alfo become extremely fre-
“ quent.”
« Refolved, That under Colour of the fpecial Pri.
vilege, or Allowance, belonging or granted to, or
cxercifed by, certain Perfons, not being Members
of either Houfe of the Parliament of Great Brituin,
of fending and receiving their Letters and Packets
free from the Duty of Poftage, great Numbers of
Letters and Packets, which ought to be charged,
do efcape being charged with the Duty of Poflage.”
« Refolved, That by the continued Increafe of
thefe and the like Frauds and Abufes, the Reve-
nue of the Poft Office hath been greatly defrauded;
and, ifa fpeedy and effectual Stop be not put there-
to, is likely to fuffer ftill further Lofs.”
« Refolved, That the moft effectual Method of pre-
venting a Praciice fo derogatory to the Honour of
this Houfe, and at thie fame Time fo injurious to
the public Revenue, as the counterfeiting the Hands
of Members of this Houfe, in order to avoid Pay-
ment of the Duty of Pofiage, would be, That no
Member of this Houfe thould frank any Letter,
unlefs the whole Superfeription be of his own
Hand-writing, except fuch printed Votes and Pro-
ceedings in Parliament, or printed Newspapers, as
thall be fent without Covers, or in Covers open at
¢ the Sides.” . o L
“ Refolved, That to the direding.of Letters to
Members of this Houlfe, the Privilege of receiv-
ing fuch Letters frec of the Duty of Pofiage,
fhould be confined to Letters direted to fuch
Members at any of the ufual Places of their Re-
fidence, or where they actually are at the Time,
except fuch printed Votes and Proceedings in
Parliament, or printed. Newspapers, as fhail be
fent without Covers, or in Covers open at the
« Sides.”
« Refolved, That the Allowance of {ending and
receiving Letters and Packets free of the Duty of
Potiage, heretofore granted to, or cuii-:narily en-
joyed by, certain Perfous, in refpect of their Clfices,
~bas not becn fufficiently coufined to fuch Letters
and Packets only as thould relate to the Bufinefs
of their refpeétive Offices.”
- Refolved, T'bat fuch Allowance in refpect of Oftices
ought not to be continued, without forne further Re-
ftrictions and Limitations.”
“ Refolved, That the counterfeiting of the Hand-
writing of any Perfon, in the Superfeription of
any. Letter or Packet, in order thereby to defraud
the Revenue cf the Poft-Office, be made more
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‘“ Refolved, That a further Difcouragement to the
Prattice of counterfciting the Hands of Members
of this Houfe, the l)llying or felling of Franks,
« figned with the Names of Members of this Houle,

“ fhould be declared a Breach of the Privilege of this
“ Houfe,” ‘ :

€«

€€

Ordered,

Abufe
in the
Poit Orhee.
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{olemnized in that Part of Great Britain ealled Scotland,

4 Gro. 11l
" Ordered, That-a Bill be brought in, upon the Debate’
of the Houfe, for afcertaining and regulating, in what-
Cafes, and under what Reftritions, I ettets and Packets’
fhall be fent and received free from the Duty of
Poftage ; and for -preventing Frauds and Abufes in’
relation thereto:- And that Mr. Dyfm, Mr. Fuller,
Mr. Edmonflone, and Sir Charles Mordaunt, do prepare,
and bring in, the fgme. ' o

‘Mr.. Rice, according ‘to Order, reported from the.
Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom the Bill for'
repealing the Duties now payable upon Beaver Skins
itnported, and for granting other Duties in lieu thereof;
and for granting certain Duties upon the Exportation
of Beaver Skins and -Beaver Wool; and for- taking
off the Drawback allowed on the Exportation of fuch
Skins; was committed ; the Amenduients which the
Committee had made to the Bill ; and which they had
dire¢ted him to report to the Houfe; and he read
the Report in his Place; and afterwards delivered
the Bill, with the Amendmeants, in'at the Clerk’s Table:
Where the Amendments were once read throughoit 5
and then a Second Time, One by One; and, upon-
the Quéeflion feverally put thereupon,” ‘were agreed to-
by the Houfe. - o RN .

A Claufe was offered to be added to the Bill for'
allowing Re-payment of Part of the Dity upon Ex-
portation of Beaver to Jreland. - - . .- R

And the Queftion being put, That the faid Claufe be
brought up; o o '

It pafled in the Negative. ' B

* Ordered, That- the Bill, with the Amendmeuts, be
ingrofled. ‘ o s

The Order of the Day being read, for the Houfe to
refolve -itfelf into a Committee of the ‘whole Houfe
upon the Bill to continue an-A&, made inthe 5thYear-
of the Reign of hislate Majefty King George the Second,

intituléd, An A to prevent the committing of\Frauds
- by Bankrupts; and for obviating Inconveniences which:

may arife in the Cate of Merchants, Bankers, and Tra.’
ders, intitled to Privilege of Parliament, and becoming
irfolvent; ‘and for extending the Laws ‘relating: to
Hackney Coaches, to the Counties of Kent and Efer;’
Refolved, That this'Houfe will, tpon Tuefdday Morn-"
ing next, refolve itfelf into the faid Committee.
PO IR T !

- The Order of 'the Day heing read; for the: Howfe
to refolve itlelf into- a- Committee of the whole Houife,'
upon the Bill to repeal an A&, pafled in the 26th Year
of the Reign of his laté Majcity ‘Ring Geokge the:
Second, intituled, An At forthe better preventing oft
clandeftine Marriages; -and-to encourage ahd ﬁwili?a’te
Marriages to be folemnized. in Churchés or - Public
Chapels, undera Publication of Banns, or by:Licences;
and to remove all Doubts which have arifén, of may-
arife, concerning the Validity of certain Marriagesi
or beyond the Seas; . R T

+ Refolved, ‘T'hat this Houfe will, upon Monday

ing next, refolve itfelf into the faid Committee, . .i..

" The Order of the Day being read, for the Horfe
to refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole. Houfe,
upon the Bill to explain, amend, and render more
effectual Two feveral A@s of Parliament, made in the
Second and Third Years of the Reign of His prefent:
Majetty, for paving, cleanfing, and lightin gtheSquares,”
Streets, and L.anes within the City and Liberty of
Weltminfler, the Parithes of Suint Gilles in the: Fields;
Saint George the Martyr, Saiat' George Bloomfoury, that'
Part of the Parith of Saint Andrew’s Holborn which les
in the County of Middlefer, the feveral Liberties of:
the Rolls and Savoy, and that Part -of the Duchy ‘of
Lancafler which lies in the County of Middlefer; and:
for preventing Annoyinces thereiti; and for other
Pu{}aofes therein mentioned ; S
- Vor. 9.
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! Refolved, That this Houfe will; upon Monday Morn-"

ing next, refolve itfelf inso the faid Committee.

* The Order of the Day beéing read, for thé Houfe to
refolve itfelf into a Comuittee of the whole Houfe, upon
the Bill for the Encouragement of the Whale, Fithery
in the Gulph and River of Saint Lawrence, and on the
Coafts of His Majefty’s Colonies' in America; - -

Refolved, That this Houfe will, To-morrow Morning,
refolve itfelf into the faid Committee, ~ - e
The other Order of the Day being read; .~ . - .
The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee of the :
whole Houfe;:to confider of a proper Encouragement -
for the Impertation. of Hemp and. Flax from His -
Majefty’s Colonies-in dmerica; . < : .
Mr. Speakér left the Chair.- . .~ @ - . |
Mr. Harris ‘of. Chri¢ Church took the Chair of the
Committee. - S o
Mr. Speaker refumed the Chair,” . . - -
Mr. Harris of Chrif Chitch- reported - from the
Committee, That they had tome to a Refolution
which they had directed him td' report, when the Houfe
will pleafe to receive the fame. .
Ordcred, That the Report be received To-morrow
Morning. -+ Cten sl IR
. And. then the IToufe adjaurned till Tq-m5rrovfi
Morning, Nine of the Clock. . )

' . P
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- Amo ry 'G'eoi'gii',lll‘f' Regis, 'x;64." : ”
Pravers,. -+ R
A N ingroffed Bill from' the Lords, intitiled, An
A& for fettling the Eftate of Henrietta Rofa
Pérégrina Townfend, Wife of Janes Townfend, Efquire, .
according to certain Articles of Agrcement ‘executed
before her Intermarriage with the {aid Fames Town/end,
but fubject to the Charges and lacumbrances affefting
the fame, was read thea Firft Time,, ~ ", 7
" Refolved, That the Bill be read a'Second 'I:lme '

 Mr. Chauncy Townfend repérted from the Commiittes,”

......

~ to whom thePet"itior’n_ of the Perfons: thereunder named, ’

Being Proprietors of Ldnds. within- ‘the Diftriét of:
Bridgend, withe County of® Gimorsan, was reférred, :
That the Cor:niittee hud exdmined the Matter of he
faid- Petition;: «id ‘had directed his'to report'thie fame,’
as-it appearad to thém, to the Houfe; - and. he fead ‘the
Report!'in his Place; and afterwards delivered itin at:

. the Clerk’s ‘Fable':- Where:the {ae was read; and is'
- agfolloweth; wiz.- = - oD T s

*To prove the’ Allegdtions-of the faid Petition, ' Me,
Lewis Thomas faid; That he'knoivs the Road-meationed :
in the faid Pefition ; that it:it fvr'a rainouy Condition,
and cannot bé& repaired by the 1 aws now in ‘heing.
~That the -making a-hew additicnal Road from the
uth ‘Weft” Corner of' a-Field: tiear - the ‘WefliIind. of
Watertown Chirt Houfé, ovef certain’ Lands belongiria”
to'Riclard Turberville, Efquire, to the End ofa certain -
Lane caltet Hcol 'y Priors near to Golden -Mile, ‘to
Join the Road leading from the Town-‘of Coebridae
over Ewenny Bridge to Bridgend, woulA greatly thorten
the Road between the Towns of Bridgend and Cow
bridge, and would be of great Advantage to the Inha-
bitants. ¢« it Tt oty L

" Ordered, "That it be ah Infra@lofty the Comwiiithee’

t6 whom the' Bill for ameddings widehing, and keep:*
ing in Repair Yeveral* Ro#dh! lebdling from the - Town -

- of :Cardiff} ‘and " feverni: otlit Fowns. and Plades: in

the ‘Cohnty “of ‘Glamargan, “is cominitted, Thrif they
havé Power to: Yeceive a ,Gl&ﬁ‘fe{' of Clatfey fdr ve
pairinglthe Road from the!'Suthi'End ¢f wit' Village
of 14 Cuiple'to -the Soiith ' Wit Cor r';oeag&‘fq
Sourt
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